Dr. Alleyne named chair of neurosurgery
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Dr. Cargill H. Alleyne Jr., associate professor and vice chair for education and research in the Medical College of Georgia Department of Neurosurgery, has been named the department's academic chair by MCG School of Medicine Dean D. Douglas Miller.
"Dr. Alleyne brings great talent, vision and enthusiasm to the role of department chair," Dr. Miller said. "He is a dedicated educator, an experienced vascular neurosurgeon, a fine clinical researcher and an excellent communicator. He will provide the leadership needed to continue to move the department forward."
Dr. John R. Vender, associate professor and vice chair for clinical activities for the department, has served as interim chair since May.

"Dr Vender has done a strong job in these interim months and he will continue to work closely with Dr. Alleyne to provide dynamic, supportive leadership for the department,"

Dr. Miller said. "I am very appreciative of his service."
Dr. Alleyne came to MCG in 2004 from the University of Rochester Medical Center where he was chief of the Division of Stroke and Cerebrovascular Neurosurgery and associate residency program director for the Department of Neurological Surgery. He is a 1991 cum laude graduate of Yale University School of Medicine.
He completed a general surgery internship and neurological surgery residency, including a year as chief resident, at Emory University Affiliated Hospitals in Atlanta. He then completed a cerebrovascular and skull base surgery fellowship at Barrow Neurological Institute in Phoenix.
At MCG, he directs the Neurosurgery Vascular Service and the Neurosurgery Residency Training Program and co-directs the Cerebrovascular Research Laboratory. As residency director, he initiated increasing program length from five to six years following a year of general surgery training. The department also has petitioned the Residency Review Committee for Neurosurgery of the Accreditation Council on Graduate Medical Education to add one resident every other year.
As chair, his immediate goals include recruiting department faculty. Key recruits include a stereotactic and functional neurosurgeon to replace Dr. Joseph R. Smith, who was named Emeritus Professor of Neurosurgery in July, after 22 years treating patients with epilepsy and movement disorders. Future needs include a pediatric neurosurgeon, a second endovascular-trained neurosurgeon and a second spine surgeon to work with Dr. Haroon Choudhri, director of the Neurosurgery Spine Service, in treating an increasing population of patients with spine conditions. 
Dr. Alleyne's memberships include of the Society of Neurological Surgeons, the American Association of Neurological Surgeons, the Congress of Neurological Surgeons and the Georgia Neurosurgical Society. He is a member of the Fellowship Committee of the Congress of Neurological Surgeons, has served on the Congress'

Scientific Program Committee and co-chaired its Resident Committee in 2003-04.  He was program chair for the Georgia Neurological Society Meeting in 2004 and 2005 and is a founding member of the Society of Endovascular Neurosurgeons.
Dr. Alleyne specializes in the open and endovascular treatment of vascular conditions such as aneurysms, arteriovenous malformations, carotid disease and strokes. The endovascular approach enables neurosurgeons to access the brain's extensive vascular network by inserting a catheter into the femoral artery at the hip then threading it upward through the carotid artery in the neck. Many cerebral aneurysms, for example, can be repaired by insertion of coils that close off this weak point in the vessel wall without disturbing normal blood flow. Most aneurysms arise in the vascular network at the base of the brain called the circle of Willis Dr. Alleyne also is an expert is surgical treatment of tumors near the base of the skull and that are often connected to the extensive network of cranial nerves and blood vessels. He also uses Gamma knife radiosurgery, which focuses hundreds of radiation sources on a target, to control smaller tumors as well as to eradicate problems such as congenital blood vessel malformations, without surgically opening the skull. 
His research interests include collaborative studies with Dr. Krishnan Dhandapani, a 2003 graduate of the MCG School of Graduate Studies, to identify innovative compounds for stroke treatment.
Dr. Alleyne is listed in Best Doctors in America for 2007-08. As director of the Publications Office for the MCG Department of Neurosurgery, he is editor-in-chief of the bi-annual newsletter, Neuroscience Outlook. He also is a member of the MCG Physicians Practice Group Board of Trustees. 
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